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ENGAGE        Christian Singleness and Marriage: Example Causal Modelling Framework of some interacting factors 

Less emphasis on marriage 
amongst whole church family 

1980s: affirming 

/inclusion of singleness 

Earlier 20
th
C: 

culture/church emphasis 

on marriage/ family 

16/17
th
 C: 

Reformers emphasis on 

duty of marriage 

2
nd

/3
rd

 C: 
Gnostic influence on 

celibacy 

NT/Early church: 
singleness and marriage 
equally valued, marriage 
most frequent 

OT: marriage and family 

almost universal 

decline in marriage 
rates 

Increased 
cohabitation rates 

Increased divorce and 
family breakdown 

rates 

Increased 
secularisation 

Decline in attendance, 
especially 18-30s 

Decline in male  
church attendance to 
1m:2f ratio  
Unacknowledged 

/addressed largely 

Increased 
individualisation 

Lack of informed, 
balanced 
teaching/support 
around dating and 
relationships  

Proportion of single:married 
Christians over time not known 

passivity 

Limited opportunities 
to meet partners 

Long term 
involuntary 

singleness 

Involuntary 
childlessness 

Fewer ‘Christian’ 
marriages/families 

less opportunity to 
learn from good role 

models 

Pastoral needs impact on wider church 

Fear of 
commitment 

Increased ratio 
of female:male 
ministers  
 

Pain, despair, anger at God, 
lowered self-esteem, more 
mental health problems etc 

Sexual 
temptation/ 
sin 


